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or confederacies of Mexico, Chibcha, and Peru, already
conquered by the Spaniards. The monarch of this realm,
as already related, dwelt in a palace made of gold and
was clad in ornaments or armour of solid gold. The
fabulous region over which he ruled was vainly sought
for in South America during at least a hundred years
after the first rumours of " El Dorado" began in about
1528.

Like most similar fables in geography, the "Great
White Sea of Parima", associated with the story of the
Golden King, was based on some foundation. The
tremendous floods of the many rivers in Guiana and in
the basin of the Orinoko during the rainy season created
lakes of shallow water perhaps 15,000 square miles in
area, quite enough to give some wandering Spaniard the
impression of a great inland sea. Moreover, in the
Chibcha country, in northern Colombia, gold ornaments,
vessels, and adornments of buildings existed to a very-
great extent; whilst, as we now know, gold was fairly
abundant in the rocks and river beds of Guiana. As to
the nations of Amazons, or warlike women, they too had
some slight foundation in certain customs which existed
amongst the native tribes of that region, descriptions of
which may be found in various works on anthropology
and the early history of South America.

Raleigh first dispatched in 1594 a sea captain (Whiddon)
in a small vessel to examine the approaches to "Guiana",1
that is to say, the coast from Trinidad to the mouth of
the Orinoko. Apparently his report was favourable, so a
larger expedition was rapidly organized, and Raleigh left

i The " Guiana" of Raleigh and the early Dutch navigators was scarcely the region
we now know by that name, but the hilly country on the south-east flanks of the
Orinoko, immediately to the north-west of real Guiana. The Spaniards rendered